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THE MURANG’A COUNTY ALCOHOLIC DRINKS CONTROL
ACT, 2022

AN ACT of the County Assembly of Murang’a to repeal the
Murang’a County Alcoholic Drinks Control Act, 2014 and enact
to the Murang’a County Alcoholic Drinks Control Act, 2022,
provide for the regulation of the production, sale and
consumption and outdoor advertising of alcoholic drinks,
creation of offences and for connected purposes

ENACTED by the Murang’a County Assembly, as follows—
PART 1—PRELIMINARY

Short title and commencement

1. This Act may be cited as the Murang’a County Alcoholic Drinks
Control Act, 2022.

Repeal of Act No. 2 of 2014

2. The Murang’a County Alcoholic Drinks Control Act, 2014 is
hereby repealed.

Interpretation
3. Inthis Act, unless the context otherwise requires —

“alcohol” means the product known as ethyl alcohol or any product
obtained by fermentation or distillation of any fermented alcoholic
product, rectified either once or more often, whatever the origin, and shall
include synthetic ethyl alcohol, but shall not include methyl alcohol and
alcohol completely denatured in accordance with the prescribed formulas;

“alcoholic drink” includes alcohol, spirit, wine, beer traditional
alcoholic drink, and anyone or more of such varieties containing one-half
of one percent or more of alcohol by volume, including mixed alcoholic
drinks, modified industrial alcohol blended for human consumption and
every liquid or solid, patented or not, containing alcohol and capable of
being consumed by a human being;

“authorized officer” means an authorized officer within the meaning
of section 57 of this Act;

“Authority” means the National Authority for Campaign Against
Alcohol and Drug Abuse” established under the National Authority for
Campaign Against Alcohol and Drug Abuse Act, 2012.
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i C o aff sible for health;
“Chief Officer” means the chicf officer responst .
: i ommittee ‘
“committee™ means the Murang'a County L1guor C under 1

section 10 of the Act;

: # ans the Cou
“County Executive Commitlee member” Mme nty

Executive Committee Member responsible for Health;

“directorate™ means the Alcoholic Drinks Control Directorate
established under section 5 of the Act;

“illicit trade” means any practice or conduct prohll?lted (?y ]?.W and
which relates to production, shipment, receipt, possession, lsmb_u“(m,
sale or purchase of alcohol or its products, including any practice or
conduct intended to facilitate such activity;

“licensee “means a person who holds a license granted under this
Act;

“manufacture” means the brewing, distilling, tapping or any
processing or intermediate processing of an alcoholic drink ora product
that pretends or counterfeits an alcoholic drink, and 1qclud§s the
packaging, labeling, distribution or importation of an alcoholic drink for
sale in the county or anywhere in Kenya;

“manufacturer “in respect of an alcoholic drink or of pretends or
counterfeit alcoholic drink, includes any entity that is involved in its
manufacture, including an entity that controls or is controlled by the
manufacturer, or that is controlled by the same entity that controls the
manufacturer;

“package “means the container, receptacle or wrapper in which an
alcoholic drink is sold or distributed and includes the carton in which
multiple packages are stored;

“rehabilitation” means any in or out patient programme aimed at
addressing the health related issues arising from consumption of alcoholic
drinks and other psychoactive substances;

“retailer” means a person who is engaged in a business that includes
the sale of any alcoholic drink to consumers;

“wholesaler” means any person licenced to sell any alcoholic drink to
a licenced retailer;
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“committec” means the Murang’a County Liquor Licensing
Committee;

“traceability” means the ability to track alcoholic products and
process owner from production to the final consumer or vice versa,

Object and Purpose of the Act

4. The Objects and Purpose of this Act is to provide for the control
of the production, distribution, sale and use of alcoholic drinks in order to

(a) safeguard the health of the people from consumption of illegal
and uncertified alcoholic drinks;

(b) preventing access to alcoholic drinks by persons under the age
of eighteen years;

(c) adopt and reinforce effective measures to eliminate the
manufacturing, distribution, sale, smuggling and counterfeiting
of illegal alcoholic drinks;

(d) avail and promote counselling and rehabilitation programs for
alcohol addicts;

(e) promote research and relay information on the effects of
alcoholic drinks consumption and in particular the health risks
that may arise; and

(f) ensure fair and ethical business practices related to production,
distribution, promotion and sale of alcohol.

PART II—ADMINISTRATION
Establishment of an Alcoholic Drinks Control Directorate

5. (1) There is established in the County the Alcoholic Drinks
Control Directorate which shall be an office in the County public service
under the Department of Health Services.

(2) The Directorate shall be headed by a director who shall be
appointed by the County Public Service Board in consultation with the
Executive Member and the approval of the County Assembly.

(3) The Executive Member and the County Public Service Board
shall ensure that the Directorate has adequate human, financial and any
other appropriate resource to enable it carry out the functions assigned
under this Act.
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Units of the Directorate
6. (1) The Directorate shall have three units and each shall be heaeg
by a Deputy Director—

(2) Licensing, Risk Reduction and Compliance Unit;
(b) Training, Research and Advocacy Unit; and
(c) Rehabilitation and Treatment Unit.

(2) Each unit shall carry out its mandate and duties as allocated by
the Executive Member and shall prepare and present annual reports to the
executive committee and the County Assembly.

Qualifications of the Director
7. (1) A person shall be qualified for appointment as the Director of

the Alcohol Directorate of the Board if that person has, in addition to the
requirements of Chapter six of the Constitution —

(2) atleast 10 years’ experience; and

(b) adegree from a university recognized in Kenya in either—
(1) public health;
(i) community health; or
(iii) or any other health related qualification,

(2) A person shall not be qualified for appointment as the Director
or Deputy Director if that person—

(a) is a member of the County Assembly;

(b) is a member of the governing body of a political party;
(¢) is a County Public Officer.

(d) is an undischarged bankrupt; or

(¢) has been removed from office for contravening the provisions of
the Constitution or any other law,

Functions of the Directorate

8. The functions of the Directorate shall be to —

(a) support and facilitate sub-county Committees in carrying out
their functions;
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(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(9]

(g)

(h)

(1)

0)

(k)

9

Murang’a County Alcoholic Drinks Control No. 10

carry out public education on alcoholic drinks control in the
county directly and in collaboration with other public or private
bodies and institutions;

facilitate citizen participation in matters related to alcoholic
drinks control in accordance to framework for citizen
participation established under the County Government Act, the
Urban Areas and Cities Act or any other relevant written law;

facilitate and promote in collaboration with other county and
national government institutions the establishment of treatment
and rehabilitation facilities and programmes;

carry out research directly or in collaboration with other
institutions and serve as the repository of data and statistics
related to alcoholic drinks control;

develop in collaboration with other county or national
government departments strategies and plans for implementing
this Act and control of alcohol abuse and any other relevant
national legislation and coordinate and support their
implementations;

advise the Executive County Member generally on the
exercise of his powers and performance of his functions under
this Act, and in particular on county policy and laws to be
adopted in regard to the production, manufacture, sale and
consumption of alcoholic drinks;

in collaboration with other relevant county departments, prepare
and submit an alcoholic drinks status report bi-annually in the
prescribed manner to the Executive County Member which shall
be transmitted to the County Executive Committee, County
Assembly and the Authority;

recommend to the Executive Member and participate in the
formulation of laws and regulations related to alcoholic drinks;

monitoring and evaluating the implementation of this Act
including the operations of the Board and the sub-county
Committees and advising the Executive member on the
necessary measures to be adopted;

publish bi-annually, a list of all the brands of alcohol that are
allowed for sale and distribution in the County;
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ensure that all distributors, wholesalers and retailers of alcoholic
drinks comply with the provisions of any national laws, health
guidelines, Kenya Burcau of Standards and Kenya Revenue
Authority; and

(m) carry out such other roles necessary for the implementation of

the objects and purpose of this Act and perform such other
functions as may, from time to time, be assigned by the
Executive Member.

Establishment of Rehabilitation Facilities and Programs
9. The Directorate shall —

(a)

(b)

(©)

in collaboration with other relevant County and National
Government agencies establish treatment and rehabilitation
facilities and programs for persons dependent on alcoholic
drinks in each ward;

ensure that the treatment and rehabilitation facilities have the
necessary human resources for effective operation and service
delivery; and

ensure that the treatment and rehabilitation services are designed
in a manner that is accessible and affordable to persons
dependent on alcoholic drinks.

Establishment and Functions of a Liquor Committee

10.

(1) There is established the Murang’a County Liquor

Committee.

()
(a)

(b)

()

@

The functions of the committee shall be to—

receive, review, approve and grant licenses in accordance with
applications recommended by the sub-county committees;

revoke licenses based on the recommendations of the sub-county
alcohol regulation committees;

carry out research and retain statistics on the levels of alcohol
consumption, related deaths and any other information
concerning alcohol in the County;

facilitate and promote in collaboration with other County and
National Government institutions the establishment of treatment
and rehabilitation facilities and programs;
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(h)
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recommend to the executive committ
exercise of his
this Act;

ee member generally on the
powers and performance of his functions under

monitoring and cvaluating the implementation of this Act and

advising the Executive Committee Member on the necessary
measures (o be taken;

in collaboration with sub-county committees, relevant county

departments anq other stakeholders, prepare and submit
quarterly alcoholic drinks status report in the prescribed manner

to the Exe.cutive Member which shall be transmitted to the
county Cabinet and County Assembly; and

carry out such other roles necessary for the implementation of
the objects and purpose of this Act.

(3) The licenses issued under subsection (2) of this section shall be
signed by the Director,

Composition of the Committee

11. (1) The executive member shall appoint members of the Liquor

Licensing Committee under clause (2) (), (h) and (1) with the approval of
the County Assembly.

2)
(a)

(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
()
(g

(h)

3)

The Committee shall consist of —

Director of the alcoholic drinks control directorate who will be
the Chairperson;

the County Commissioner or his representative;

the County Commander of police or his representative;

the County Public Health Officer or his representative;

the County Director of Physical Planning or his representative;
the County Director of Education;

two representatives from the cluster representing registered
liquor dealers’ association; and

the Chairperson of a representative from the Kenya National
Chamber of Commerce & Industry.

The term of office of the officers appointed in sub section (2) (g)

(h)and (i) shall be three years only renewable once for a further term.
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